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Child Rights Parliament?
In my childhood I never went to school regularly. Some elders used to send me to buy beedis
and cigarettes,” this was what the chief minister of the state, Siddaramaiah, shared with
children while addressing them during the children's parliament. Psychology tells us that if
you spend time with children, you are reminded of childhood memories- good or bitter. The
children interacted with the chief minister and shared their problems with him, the CM
assured that the issues would be resolved and some of it is even being implemented.

India has signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child and has declared that it will
safeguard the life and rights of children (1992). Section 12 of the Convention says that
children's opinions have to be taken into consideration. Section 13 says that the government
has to create platforms for children to express their opinions.

Our state government has created three programmes to ensure children's right to
participation. First, in a 2003 circular, it has made it mandatory for all schools to have child
rights clubs. Also, there are 'Meena Clubs' functioning in schools for girl child education.
Second, as per a 2006 circular, every November Children's Grama Sabha has to be conducted
in every Grama Panchayat. Three, from 2011, every year on November 13, ahead of
Children's Day, Children's Parliament is being held where they present their problems
before the chief minister.

However, what is important to note here is that Children's right to participation does not
end with children sharing their problems. When adults take decisions about children, they
have to involve children and take their opinions into account. Now, does the chief minister
or the government consider the problems shared by children seriously? This has no answer.

Further, the conventions on the rights of children states that any decision taken by the
government has to be in the best interest of the child. Not just that, when the government
initiates any programme, it has to take into view children's opinion and their
recommendations.

Since children are not voters, our politicians do not think about children and do not discuss
issues with children. “What will children know?” is the general attitude. When children put
forth their questions in Children's Parliament, it challenged this outlook of the politicians.
In 2012, when D V Sadananda Gowda was the chief minister, answering a question in the
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Children's parliament with regard to education of HIV affected children, he said, “We will
run separate schools for them”. The children created a history of sorts when they taught the
chief minister a lesson about inclusive education.

Before taking part in the Children's Parliament in Vidhana Soudha and interacting with the
Chief Minister, the children first take part at district-level Children's Parliament. Those
selected from here, will come to Bengaluru and take part in a two day workshop. Children
themselves will come up with questions to be posed to the CM. The elders will only assist
them. Child labour, child marriage, migration, education, child trafficking apart, larger
issues such as the budget set aside for children by the government, data and statistics
pertaining to children are brought into debate. Not only will their communication skills
enhance, but one can also see their leadership skills sharpen.

We have observed several aspects in the four years that we have actively taken part in
Children's Parliament. Some MLAs are taking active interest in talking about child rights
and even the questions pertaining to children and child rights have increased significantly
in both the Assembly and Council sessions. Finally, some leaders have also begun to say and
acknowledge that today's children are citizens of the present. The atmosphere in Vidhana
Soudha is slowly becoming child friendly.
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