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"The one thing all children have in common is their rights. Every child has
the right to survive and thrive, to be educated, to be free from violence and
abuse, to participate and to be heard."
Note from the Trustees

Note to include the following
New Partnerships

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

WorldVision - Child Rights Orientation
IndusAction - RTE monitoring
IMAGE Next - Comic Relief Fund - Anti Child Marriage Movement
Pratham Books - Library support
RadioActive - New series on child rights
Children’s Museum -Sparsha - Establishment
CACL-K - State Secretariat
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Child Rights Trust [CRT] is a non-profit organization involved in spreading child rights
perspectives among all stakeholders. Initiated in August 2002, CRT has a goal to reach out to
individuals and groups who are working directly with vulnerable children at the grassroots
level, as well as administrators and policy makers who are working at the highest level.
Through research, training, advocacy, and lobbying activities, CRT is empowering NGOs to
be effective in their service provision from a child rights perspective and also in preparing
vulnerable groups in both urban and rural areas to access the services due to them from the
Govt.
We have been awarded the ‘Karnataka State Child Welfare Award’ for our work in the field
of advocacy, lobbying and capacity building on child rights issues.
Our Vision
Every Right for Every Child
Our Mission
To endeavour to protect and promote all the inherent and indivisible rights of children,
whoever and wherever they are
Our Objectives
•

•
•
•
•

To achieve and to consolidate the rightful position of children in general to the
benefits and services to which they are entitled as children, and to a healthy and safe
environment which is their due as human beings;
To endeavor to protect, maintain and develop children’s inherent right to peaceful
existence and quality of life to which they are entitled;
To sensitize civil society and the authorities on child rights;
To carry out statistical research and research in social sciences relevant to children
and their families;
To secure the effective use of the legal process to remedy children’s grievances.

Our supporters
Supporters

Projects activities supported

Creatnet services, New Delli;
Radhakrishna, USA; Trustees

CRT’s general activities and Building fund

CRF - Comic Relief Fund, UK

Image Next

Foundation for Children and
Women (FCW), USA

Training programmes, Publications of CRT and general
administration

GOI and ChildLine India
Foundation

ChildLine Nodal Agency and CCI Study

GlobalGiving

Training on Child Rights
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India Literacy Project (ILP), USA

RTE TaskForce Karnataka

Local resource Mobilisation

General Activities and Administration

RIM- Rejuvenite India Movement

SMHM

TdH – NL

IMAGE; IMAGE next and GOOD

UNICEF

Karnataka Child Rights Observatory (KCRO)

CRT is a Trust, registered under 80G and 12 A. Any donations to CRT by individuals and
organisations will receive a 50% tax exemption as per Govt rules.
Thanks …
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Supporters
Donors with special reference to building donation
Volunteers
Network members of KCRO, RTE TaskForce, CACL-K, Network for Parenting,
SAIVAK, IACR, IMAGE and GOOD
RadioActive 90.4
Karnataka Legislators’ Forum for Child Rights
Members of CWCs, JJBs and KSCPCR
Media friends
Students and their educational institutions
Supporters in Govt Depts - KLSA, NIMHANS, DWCD, Police, Education, Labour,
RDPR, Law and Parliamentary Affairs, KAPSW and INPSWA
Families of the team members
Trust members
Children of Karnataka
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Our Projects and Activities
1.

Karnataka Child Rights Observatory

It was initiated in 2008. CRT is the Secretariat to KCRO which has a
membership base from all the districts of Karnataka (NGOs, academic
institutions, media representatives and individuals). Since its inception in
2008, the initiative has been supported by UNICEF.
KCRO ran a programme under the title ‘Makkala Hakku Sampanmoola Mathu Vakeeli’ (Child Rights
Resources and
Advocacy) with the objective of developing a civil society campaign
on rights of children and young people in Karnataka.
2019 marked 30 years of UNCRC- the guiding spirit to protect the interests of the children.
KCRO took the lead in organising a massive programme to commemorate the event with a
series of initiatives. This included consultations at various levels, with children and NGOs, on
the status of children; a publication, ‘Rocky Road to Realisation of Child Rights in Karnataka
- a collection of Essay’ and a celebration of the event with fanfare in the midst of more than
150 children from across the state, and representatives from UNICEF, NGOs, Government
and media.
District Child Rights Parliament, a concept initiated by KCRO, was conducted in 27 districts
in collaboration with KCRO’s member organisations and the government. More than 2000
children participated and shared their issues with their government representative. Child
representatives drawn from grama panchayat-level ‘Child Rights Grama Sabhas’ and then
from the taluka-level ‘Child Rights Parliament’ take part in the district-level ‘Child Rights
Parliaments’. They have drawn the attention of the administration on issues pertaining to
health, nutrition, protection, education and participation.
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KCRO also took the lead to initiate a review of the National Policy for Children, 2013 and to
start working on the ‘Alternate Report on the Implementation of UNCRC in India’.

Divisional level consultations were conducted to gather data and experiences from children
and NGOs. Children led from the frontenacted their perception on various issues such as
education, discrimination, health and nutrition, disability, rural and urban issues, financial
position in families among others. The same was complemented by the adult members with
data and case studies.
Discussions were held with the grassroots-level interveners during public hearing on child
labour, child marriages, child trafficking, pre primary education. This was also done during
pre election advocacy (Karnataka Assembly and Parliament elections). All these interactions
have provided us with immense information, which helped prepare reports on the UNCRC,
and also to recommend amendments to NPC 2013.
Monitoring of the child-centric legislative efforts have continued while having individual
discussions with select legislators. They were also provided with questions and issues to be
raised on the floor of the house. The regular publication, ‘Are there children in Vidhana
soudha?’ has shown that child rights centric discussion-time and number of questions have
come down (while the number of legislative debate dates have also dwindled) this year. The
regular larger interaction through Karnataka Legislators' Forum for Child rights has not
materialised owing to the political situation in the state. ‘Are there children in Vidhana
Soudha?’- a child centric audit of the proceedings of Legislative Assembly and Council.
We are now four years through the SDGs to be achieved by 2030. KCRO, along with its
member organisations, made special efforts to understand the perspective of adolescents
towards SDGs.

SDGs: Opinion of Adolescents
India has around 47 crore children (2011 Census). Out of these, about 43% are adolescents
(10-19 years). This group suffers from malnutrition and anaemia.There are innumerable
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incidents of forced child marriages and trafficking. They are forced into labour, prostitution
and other anti-social activities. There is an urgent need to protect and guide this crucial
human resource group to achieve sustainable development. Against this backdrop, KCRO
(Karnataka Child Rights Observatory) launched a Sustainable Development Goals campaign
throughout the state to find the views/needs of adolescents on the Sustainable Development
Goals. A special pamphlet was prepared for this purpose.
Before eliciting opinions from adolescents, in a workshop and orientation program, they were
briefed on Sustainable Development Goals and SDGs identified by the UN. Their
significance in today’s world was explained at great length.
A total of 10,210 adolescents from 22 districts of the state participated in the poll. The
number of boys was 5,163 and the number of girls was 5,047. The detailed analytical report
is available in both Kannada and English.

2. RTE TaskForce - Karnataka
RTE Taskforce was initiated in 2011 as a movement to
demand the implementation of RTE Act.
CRT also doubles up as the Secretariat for the
movement and provides necessary technical know-how. It provides support to the various
groups and individuals across the state who are interested in the implementation of RTE Act.
We also initiated the discussion about the proposed National Education Policy Draft 2019.
The field programme of RTE Task Force at Shildlaghatta, Chikkaballapura Taluk worked
with 55 primary schools and 50 Anganawadi centres to impart basics of RTE Act:
implementation and skills, to improve the standards of basic amenities, quality of service
delivery and education. This also included language learning and life skills, as well as career
guidance. The programme has impacted the lives of 625 children in anganwadis and around
550 children in primary schools.
The RTE Task Force played a pivotal role in establishing Balavikas Samithis- School Child
Rights Clubs and also in bringing a protocol to conduct Child Rights Grama Sabhas.
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Although the RTE Act is about ten years old, the implementation of the Act seems to be
lopsided with less attention to the details of the Act. One of the much publicised aspects of
the Act is Sec. 12.1.c, which provides 25% reservation to children belonging to economically
weaker sections in the non government schools at the entry level. Divergent opinions are
given by the non-government schools, government and the law courts, resulting in a lot of
confusion on the same. GoK in fact declared that non government schools are out of the
discussion with respect to the implementation of Sec. 12.1.c. CRT and ERT (Education
Rights Trust), which is also a networking organisation, jointly had approached the High
Court to direct the Karnataka Govt to define the Sec. 12.1.c appropriately, which results in
unaided schools staying out of the provisions of the Act. The High Court of Karnataka
favoured GoK and we have approached the Supreme Court to intervene in the matter.
Career guidance sessions, based on the ‘Career Information’ module developed by the India
Literacy Project, were organized in 20 High schools and in two PU Colleges for 1040
students. 135 parents were also invited to participate in these sessions. Twenty-one girls from
families belonging to the economically weaker section were given scholarships to pursue preuniversity education amounting to Rs1,92,000/- .

3. Bengaluru ChildLine 1098
CRT is the Nodal organisation for ChildLine 1098 Bengaluru
operations since 2007. As the nodal, CRT continues to coordinate the
advocacy and lobbying exercises with the Govt. It is also involved in
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building capacities of the four ChildLine teams in Bengaluru. This is a project under ICPS,
GOI.
As the nodal agency we advocated with the Education department and got a revised circular
to make it mandatory for every educational institute to display
‘ChildLine 1098’ prominently in their premises. The circular also
instructs institutions to give an opportunity to the ChildLine teams to
create awareness among children on ChildLine 1098. As part of the
awareness creation exercise on child protection, we organised 21
programmes in various institutions, public places, among practitioners
who manage Child Care Institutions, resource organisations (hospitals,
shelters, etc) and those NGOs who work directly with children.
In two major capacity building programmes of the
team members, we oriented the team members of
ChildLine on communications skills, effective public
speaking and the preparations required for the same.
ChildLine 1098 got an opportunity to conduct a special programme on
Aakashavani AIR on the need for child protection and introducing
Childline 1098 to the listeners. We followed up with RadioActive
Community Radio and conducted programmes on JJ Act, role of CWC and
related issues. On the invitation of BBMP Special Commissioner
(Education) we took a survey of dropouts from the BBMP schools,
especially at 10th standard level to find out the reasons for the non
attendance to schools and also skipping SSLC exams. Our
recommendations to pay special attention and prevent them from dropping
out has been accepted by the Commissioner.

In recent times a new police division has been carved out from within the
existing one. We took the initiative to orient the police teams of this division on JJ Act
provisions and related Acts while introducing the, to the child protection system that exists in
the city. The orientation covered how to treat children in need of care and protection (CNCP)
and also children in conflict with law (CIL). The good part is that the police now want more
such programmes in the coming days.
ChildLine Nodal agency continues to provide awareness on child protection and about
ChildLine 1098 in various schools and colleges and localities concentrating on local youth
and associations. It is giving the expected dividends. A week-long programme under the title
‘ChildLine Se Dosti’ was conducted with a lot of fanfare to highlight the importance of child
protection and to uphold rights of children.

4. IMAGE-Initiatives for Married Adolescent Girls’
Empowerment)
CRT is part of the larger consortium with six other organisations working in five different
districts of Karnataka. The project was initiated in 2017 with the central focus on SRHR.
While the field organisations are taking direct project interventions on the ground to prevent
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child marriages and also to work with the married girls, CRT is
the technical support group and also supports in advocacy and
lobbying exercises.
Both the field interventions and the advocacy efforts are slowly
yeilding the expected results. With consistent follow up the

government has finally met the married adolescent girls on 9th Dec 2019, along with the
members of the Committee appointed to study the status and situation of married adolescent
girls. The Secretary to Department of Women and Child seems to be taking the issue further.
Several rounds of training and workshops on communication, life skills and understanding
the child marriages were conducted during the period with the field operators from all the
five collaborating organisations.
Continued advocacy with the media has resulted in two editorials about child marriage issues
in Prajavani, demanding the government take action to prevent child marriages and also
provide services to married adolescent girls. Several other newspapers, both Kannada and
English, as well as visual media have carried several stories to draw the attention of policy
makers as well as the general public on the issues of married adolescent girls and thereby
preventing child marriages.
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5. GOOD – Getting Out of Devadasi System
As a new project GOOD was initiated in the beginning of Jan 2019
and has slowly evolved in the current year. In this project as well,
CRT is the technical support, advocacy and lobbying organisation working as part of the
consortium with five other NGOs in North Karnataka. The project originates from the SRHR
concepts and specifically is addressing the issues of children of families who are either
practicing the devadasi system, or were forced into sex trade. In the first year of the project
cycle, staff capacity-building through training and workshops on legal issues, societal
aspects, data collection-baseline, facilitation skills, life skills, skills for children as change
agents was conducted. CRT has been instrumental in roping in the State Legal Services
Authority for organising joint programs with DLSA in project area districts. CRT took the
lead in organising a state-level media advocacy programme, joining hands with the Karnataka
Women Journalists Association. The issues centered around dedication of children as
Devadasi and the problems faced by children and women from Devadasi families were
highlighted by various media.
By developing relationships with the KLSA we could get a circular reaching out to NGOs in
the state to join DLSAs as para-legal volunteers. Several rounds of media orientation were
conducted with the media personnel to highlight the plight of the families practicing devadasi
system with a special focus on the educational and vocational education of the children.
In the coming years there would be advocacy activities centered around the Trafficking of
Persons (prevention, protection and rehabilitation) Bill 1918 and strengthening DCPUs
towards protecting the interests of the children.
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6. Empowerment of Adolescent Girl Children SMHM –
Sustainable Menstrual Hygiene Management
The project initiated in 2016, is a response to a joint study which was conducted by CRT’s
volunteers and RIM-Rejuvenate India Movement. The initial objective was to work with the
government-school children and the system in Shidlaghatta taluk. In due course of time, it
spread to reach out to the communities, local government and women’s groups.
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Sustainable Menstrual Hygiene education is focused among girls, rural women reached and
ensured adaptation of SMHM. The awareness sessions were organized in all the 20 schools
that CRT is working with in Shidlaghatta taluk, covering 733 adolescent Girls, 36 teachers,
656 women from Self-Help Groups, 159 ASHA workers, 358 Anganvadi workers, 6
auxiliary-nurses and midwives. These orientations have helped girls understand physical
changes, periods, the need for healthy management of menstruation and the proper way of
disposing the used napkins. The SMHM programme has brought in adaptation and
behavioural changes among 125 girls, 50 ASHAs, 52 AWWs, 10 teachers, 276 Community

women to switchover to use of cups and/or reusable cloth pads. 391 women have learnt about
hygienic usage of traditional cloth pads during menstruation. The increased awareness in the
community has led to the initiation of a cloth pad manufacturing unit - Raksha in Vantooru
village. The team is producing around 250 reusable cloth pads per month.

7. Rural Children’s Libraries

Chagaletti Rural children’s library which continues to work with the local
children and schools, has widened its reach. In its 9th year with the Pratham
organisation a new initiative has been taken up to raise donations in the form
of ‘donate-a-book’. The idea is to start another set of 10 libraries in the near future.
Along with encouraging the children to read books, public speaking, painting and craft
classes have been introduced during the reporting period.
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8. Children’s Museum Project
With the initial support from a donor with both: her own family collection
of artifacts, and financial support, a Children’s Museum was inaugurated
in the current year. The museum is housed at SPARSHA, an NGO
(Hesaraghatta, Bengaluru) with a child care institution. We thank Ms.
Kalpana for the design for the layout and display of the material. Thanks
to the children of SPARSHA who have enthusiastically taken on the role
of curators!
The museum was inaugurated by Mr. Nagesh Hegde, who is a noted science writer and a
journalist.
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9. Child Rights Capacity building programmes, studies and reports,
consultations with Govt and networking
During this financial year, CRT organised various workshops, trainings and such other
capacity building programmes in various parts of the state. We reached out to students, NGOs
and government personnel from various departments in this endeavour. Through this we have
found several new partners, and also strengthened our network and relationship with the old
groups.
Currently CRT is the secretariat of CACL-K and has just initiated programmes for the year.
CRT is also part of Network on Information for Parenting - Karnataka and IACR - India
Alliance for Child Rights. We have taken part in various discussions that were centered
around children and child rights. When the National Education Policy 2019 (draft) was
released we had organised several rounds of discussion to understand the same. Alongside
this, we have also been a part of the discussions pertaining to ECCD, disabilities, nutrition of
children and mothers, Juvenile Justice Act, POCSO, etc.
Sl No

Training Place

Date

Organisation

No of Participant

1

Bengaluru Central
University

23-4-2019

Dep. Social Work (POCSO)

40

2

Bengaluru

25-4-2019

World Vision (J J Act)

35

3

Bengaluru Good
Neighbors

26-4-2019

Good Neighbors (CRC)

40

4

Bengaluru

29-4-2019

VISTAR, MV FOUNDATION
(Advocacy for children)

25

5

CCI

6-5-2019

CRT (J.J Act)

80

6

Tumakuru

7-89/5/2019

Akayi (UNCRC)

20
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7

Bengaluru

11-5-2019

National Public School (CPP)

20

8

Bengaluru

16-5-2019

Shishumandira

30

9

Bengaluru

20-5-2019

Boys Home (JJ Act)

35

10

Bengaluru

11-6-2019

AIGS??

11

Udupi

13-14/6/2019

ChildLine

30

12

Bengaluru

27-06-2019

APSA

30

13

Bengaluru

29-6-2019

Prajna School

15

14

Bengaluru

4-5 / 7-2019

Aaa

50

15

Bagalkote

8-9 /7-2019

CCI, CWC

90

16

Bengaluru

20-7-2019

Sparsh

40

17

ISI Bengaluru

19-20-21/8/2019

CRT

30

18

Bengaluru

10-09-2019

Mobility India (UNCRC)

40

19

Bengaluru world vision

21-09-2019

World vision (JJ Act)

25

20

Malur

03-10-2019

BSW college

50

21

Belagavi

4 -5 /10-2019

Rani Chennamma University

40

22

Bengaluru AshaDeep

4-10-2019

Asha Deep

30

23

Bengaluru Surabi

19-10-2019

Surabi (UNCRC)

30
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24

Bengaluru

5-11-2019

Good Neighbors (POCSO)

30

25

Tumakuru

4 - 5 /01/2020

Youth , Sira Taluk

30

26

Bengaluru

6-1-2020

Parihar (UNCRC)

60

27

Bengaluru

6-1-2020

Parihar (JJ Act)

22

28

Hosakote

3-2-2020

CRT (UNCRC)

60

29

Bengaluru

6-2-2020

Mobility India (CPP)

20

30

Bengaluru

29.10.2019

RDPR Department, GoK
Satellite training on Child
Rights Special Grama Sabhas

State hookup.

10. Students and interns at CRT
Students from largely social work disciplines did their field work, block placement and
internship with CRT during the financial year. They worked with the various projects and
departments of the organisations. The colleges have expressed their gratitude to CRT for
giving this opportunity to the students.
Sl no

Institution

No of
students

Period

No of Days

1

Mangaluru University

2

20 May - 20 June 2019

30 Days

2

Karnatak University PG Center
Gadag

2

17 June - 17 July 2019

30 Days

3

Mysore University

2

27 May - 16 June 2019

21 Days
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4

Tumakur University

2

Aug - Dec 2019

Weekly 2 Days

5

Mysore University

1

12 Sept - 31 May 2020

Weekly 2 Days

6

TATA Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai

1

1 Nov - 15 Nov 2019

15 Days

7

CHRIST University (School of
Law )

1

21 Oct - 21 Nov 2019

30 Days

8

Bengaluru University

2

17 Oct 2019

25 Days

9

The Oxford College Of Arts

1

31 Oct 2019 - Jan 2020

Weekly 2 Days

10

Kristu Jayanti College

2

17 Dec 2019 - 1 Apr 20

Weekly 2 Days

11. Significant Programmes in which CRT reps participated
Sl no

Name

Programme and Date

Our role

1

Child Friendly Local
Governance

11-13 Nov 2019, at KILA,
Kerala

To prepare the manual for
facilitators on child friendly
issues (Satish)

2

State level CRC network meet

12.12.19 Breads at
Lingarajapuram

Chief Guiest (Nagasimha)

3

Workshop on positive discipline

5.9.19 Kristu Jayanthi College

Panel member (Nagasimha)

4

Children advocating for rights
through arts

22.2.20 YMCA

Child rights expert
(Nagasimha)

5

Rape-free India Campaign in the
background of the election
manifesto

16.4. 2019 at ISI

Organising and convening the
programme
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6

Samanvaya - Child abuse: A
revisit to family probleatique and
intervetnions

24-25 Jan 2020 BCM College,
Kottayam, Kerala

Vasudeva Sharma presented
keynote address to the
Conference

7

Ekayan - North East India Social
Work students’ meet

14-16 Feb 2020, Dibrugarh
University, Assam

Vasudeva Sharma presented a
keynote address on the issue
of contemporary threats to
global life.

12. Media and CRT
CRT regularly interacts with media representatives
across the state on various child rights issues. Be it
child marriage, child labour, devadasi system,
prevention of child trafficking, girl child, rural
children, migration, child abuse or other issues
about various laws pertaining to children. We have
been able to influence the media to write editorials
on child rights issues and also nudges them to
publish special articles relating to children in the
newspapers periodically.

RadioActive CRT completed 52 episodes of Balya
Amulya programme that detailed the various child
rights issues regularly (weekly). The partnership is
going very strong!
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13. CRT and team members in…
●

IACR South India Chapter
● SAIEVAC – State Nodal
● Network on Information for Parenting – Karnataka
● Dr. Padmini
- Member, Karnataka State Child Labour Eradication Project Society, GOK
- Convenor, State Girl Child Policy
● Vasudeva Sharma N.V.
- Member, Model Home study team, DWCD, GOK
- Member, CWC Selection Committee
- Member, State SDG Cell, Group 10
- President, KAPSW
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●

Nagasimha G Rao
- Member, Reducing the School Bags Weight for children, DSERT, GOK
- National RTE Forum, South India Representative
● Nagamani CN
- Sub Committee on NCLP schools
- Rehabilitation of children found begging
● Rajashree
- President, Bengaluru Urban District, Yuva Barahagarara Okkoota
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Extract from the Auditors Report
2018-19

2019-20

Balance Rs.

1

TdH NL Image

2

FCW

Receipts
Rs.

151111

1502973

1201964

563442

261380

2394583

2019-20
Total
Receipts
Rs.
1654083
1765406

3

TdH NLGood

4

ILP

5

RIM

29738

6

CRF

0

7

INPSWA

32517
57954

8

CF
GlobalGur
u

9

RAIDS

48710

10

Sneha
soceity

29915 29915

11

CIF

12

ImpactGur
u

2655963
175248

436242

97219

15

85

453778

1311628

21

79

2707910

-51947

7

93

999256

178331

9

91

Programme
Expenditur
e Rs.

Admin
Expendit
ure Rs

Total
Expendit
ure Rs.

10

1317180

239684

1556864

11

358223

95555

2528921

178989

17

1002338

914222
1177587

Admi
n%

% of
Expe
nd

% of
Receipt
s

Balance
Rs.

85034

7

29738

0

16120

0

16120

13618

0

100

436242

3

290731

0

290731

145511

0

100

32517

0

0

0

32517

0

0

45595

12359

0

100

48710

0

0

100

10001

19915

0

100

454195

307585

27

73

59819

0

100

2209149.2

543063.73

7

93

13383

24117

0

100

0

304753

0

0

928055

2792984

45595

0

57954

0

48710

0

48710

0

10001

5

331643

122552

131331

0

0
0

96769

665011

761780

191150
191150
410428.93

13

UNICEF
0

14

Swacch
Bharat

0

15

Donation
Received

16

CRT
Local
contri
(KCRO
contri,
Children's
Museum)

17

Interest on
SB and FC

18

Total Rs.

2345954.76

2341784

2752212.9
3

1

131331
2059849

149300

17
0

37500

37500

0

304753

304753

2

1375084

3721039

23

13383

255947

672108

72

28

4954216

219186

219186

1

0

89282

89282

129904

100

10921521

15875737

100

8321855

1632504

9954359

5921378

16

0
84
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LOCAL

2633874

4943318

7577192

49 2792153

1033242

3825395 3751797

38

68

FC

1909913

5978203

7888116

51 5529702

599262

6128964 1759152 61.6

32

Total

4543787

10921521 15465308 100 8321855

1632504

Local
%

58

45

49

49

34

63

38

68

38

68

FC %

42

55

51

51

66

37

62

32

62

32

Total

100

100

100 100

100

100

100

100

9954359 5510949

100 100

100 100
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Receipts and Expenditure 2019-20
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